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giuilosed Chapfer of. eVietram War,, as 
sometelevision vieWell-:.,i'Vere:reniinded Mon 
night,, the 'Perso plums some veterans, 
are 	and other*A suffer from exposure • 

to Agent Orange; the defoliant used clear away the ***'77... 
jungles. The 	damages .scitheiiineiare Many ears 
• in developing :Gulfport is a part of the Agent praiiiie 
- story. 

On the same day "as the television movie-466ilL 
suffermag aildry:Oterans'effortitdottainreit4litiOn6 
their probleinS.aiidgef'he,IPra7failiOteVtiehzeli 
Orange stii3iWai beingithltertatthe'ilaiiattoilitru 
Battalion Centei:TheAifforce 
million project tOleinOveti-ge(61 the Chemical from 
building 	 "'";;;;;;“ 

During the period while more thin:80,0w, 
. the defoliant were stored atthett baSg`frOiii'•_ 

1977, soriiebf **barrels' leaked diOXii;a'toxiC,su„7  
'Stance rushed hit() 	 beforeall of its 
term effeCtiiiiereknbiliBralleaSibefore theiervi 

. men and the.iniiir64blic'iieteltitalif thaie 'ideas 
the fulldangere been known, the 	a G 
port undoubtedly would hive tIelliIie:a1/4 iediAth 
greateecare. 

Dispoial-of the poisons that remained at the • ase 
ter the war was accomplished by incineration a'13crafa, 
Dutch ship yulcaniisin,the:OPen waters Of the _Pie* = 
Ocean nine-yeari.ag62:One safeti featufe.abOutife: 
tion of the burning is that if there were any 
leased in the stack emissions, the release took PlaCe:in tri 
isolated area, iikeie the tilielihood df any linian 
tarnination was minimal. That safety faCtor of isolation is 
not present in the.-current project.-  - ;•;:: 

The portable ,incine4tOfii different from the one 
aboard the Vulcariusl. ,but igshoUld be reniemberedti14.0:1;" • 
the ship didbecOrrie Contaminated inthe bUrning at seat. 
and had to be decontaminated afterwards. The Airforce 1: 
is convinced that the -portable incinerator now being 
tested at 	CB site is capable ofdecOntaininiting the soil 

 12 acres Without endangering the population 
near the base. Stack emissions, spokesmen saY,. Will 'Con, 
tain nothing worse than carbO6 dioxide and water. 

The project generates mixed emotions. On the One 
hand, it is reassuring that the services recognize the Oil 
has been contaminated by the leaks and that there is a  
health hazard in not takingietion to clean.  se  the site. At 
the same time, this particular method is an experimen-
tal one. 
• Because of the experimental nature and because of ; 

the incinerator's proximity to populated areas, the officials 
in charge have a heavy responsibility to monitor every 
step of the process. The monitoring must be continual and 
careful throughout the 24-hours-per-day the machine • 
will be working. Inspectors must assure that whatever is 
dischargedjnto the air is not harmful to local residents 
and Alen rw-•;.,.+ 	 • 	• 	• 	. 


